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April 10, 1990

Dr. David Nettleton
Chairman, Council of Eighteen
Fellowship Baptist church

\ 4625 Cleveland Heights Blvd.
Lakeland, FL 33813

\ Dear Dr. Nettleton:

\, We greet you in our 5a viour’s Name. May God grant you wisdom for the crucial decisions that lie ahead for
our Association-

pp—

From the very peginning of our concerm for the futuré of our Fellowship, We have tried to be open and honest
in our dealings with issues- We have pubﬁshed our intentions in the Wmﬂﬂw in order to keep
| the Council and ourfeﬂowshipping churches informed. Every action weé have taken has peen clearly outlined
and the reasons for them have been defined. still, quesﬁonabi'e and unnecessary comments have peen made
regarding oUT motives, goals and implied “hidden agendas’.

It is in this samé spirit of candidness and sincerity that we make this special request of you. Twelve to fifteen
pastors ofthe Association churches would sironglydesr're to meet with the members of the Gouncil of Eighteen
before the Annual Conference at Niagard Falls and I am making this formal request o their behalf. In order
net to interfere with the usual business of the council and to not inconvenience men more than necessary:
we believe Monday morning wou d be most appropriate. however, the time IS at your discretion. Upon
receiving an affirmative response from you, We will list the fifteen Pastors who desire 10 pe present since the
time of the meeting will determiné who can attend.

We recognize that there may pe honest differences of opinion within & Fellowship and that is certainly not bad
in itself. In this instance, however, our representa!fve pody, the Council of Eighteen, has chosen 10 publicly
take sides, not as individuals putasa Council. In addition, wé have repeatedly heard from council members
that this is 8 perscmnel or personality issue and it is not. Our position has b n
misimerpreted over thesé past few years and | believe the scriptural and Christ-like thing to do is to talk face
to face and 10 pray together for revival.

As Christian |eaders, we ¢an setan example for the entire Association as we precisely and pointedly present
our position to one another. We do not intend to stray from the original and stated purpose of our Fellowship
put neither do we wish to be rm‘sunderstood as if this were @ peisonahry jssue. The crucial struggle to keep
our Association on course ought to be the mutual aspiration of every oné of us and no momentous conference
such as this one should be entered into without thorough and careful discussion- | trust that our goal is the
same. I our positions aré different, they should still be presented without rancor of personality conflicts. The
messengers can then make studied and sincere decisions.

| will await your response and trust that it will be affirmative for the sake of the Association. In consistency with
our past actions of openness, this letter will be pubh'shed in the wﬂwﬁjﬂﬂw . We look forward to
a good meeting with the Council.

His Servant,

W 14 %MS-'
Dr. Richard A- Harris
Pastor
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WHY THIS AMENDMENT?

The proposed amendment
which will be voted on by the
messengers at the 1990 Gen-
eral Association of Regular
Baptist Churches annual meet-
ing in Niagara Falls this June
reads: NO SALARIED SER-
VANT OF THE APPROVED
AGENCIES SHALL SERVE ON
THE COUNCIL OF EIGHTEEN.

Why this amendment? First
of all and most importantly, it
focuses the elected leadership
of our Association on the fact
that it is an Association of
churches, not agencies. The
constitutionofthe GARBC states
this: “Section 1. To maintain an
Association of sovereign Bible-
believing, Christ-honoring Bap-
tistchurches.” True,agency men
are members of local churches,
but that is not why they are
nominated nor why they are
elected. However, they are offi-
cials salaried by agencies ap-
proved by the Association.

Secondly,itisPASTORS who
are the gifts to the churches from
the risen, reigning, and returning
Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians
4:11). Agencies andpara-church
organizations should never
compete with the local church!
When agency leaders are nomi-
nated and elected, it is clear
competition with the churches.
We ought to practice in polity
what we preach in doctrine!

Some have said that the
churches should nominate
whomever they wish and the
messengers should elect whom-
ever they desire. While this is
ideal, it is not factual even now!

L. Duane Brown, Ph.D.

The constitution already sets
limitations on who cannot be
nominated or elected: no sala-
ried servant of the Association
shall be entitled to vote (Art. IV,
Sect. 3)andonly fourofthe eight-
een Council members may be
agency men (Art. IV, Sect. 1). So
the proposed amendment does
not violate the spirit of the
constitution nor the philosophy
of the Association. In fact, most
of our local churches have
“nominating committees” which
limit who can qualify for office in
local church elections!

Thirdly, this proposed amend-
ment would eliminate a major
CONFLICT OF INTEREST. To
have agency men serve on the
Council of 18, which examines
and votes approval on their very
own organizations, is certainly a
conflictofinterest. These agency
men rarely leave the room when
problems are discussed as well
as when votes are taken. Even
in the business world and aca-
demic circles such poor prac-
tices are not condoned. Our
Association should be above
reproach and “abstain from all
appearance of evil’ (I Thes. 5:22).
Some have suggested that we
have regional representation on
the Council of Eighteen and this
may certainly need to be dis-
cussed but this would not solve
the immediate problem.

Fourthly, when Council
members are agency men, it
often prevents the Council from
solving problems within the As-
sociation especially when deal-
ing with the agencies. A casein

point is the Western Baptist Col-
lege use of faculty and trustees
who are members of churches
associated with the Conserva-
tive Baptist Association. A ma-
jority ofthe Council spoke against
this compromising practice inthe
Council meeting of June 1988,
but yet a year later in June 1989
still approved W.B.C. So out of
step was the Council of 18 with
the historic position of the
GARBC, that the messengers
voted 669 to 519 to instruct the
Council of 18 to require W.B.C.
to break from the C.B.C. com-
promise. This was the first time
in memory the messengers over-
ruled the Council of 18!

Why could not the Council of
18 solvethis problem? Certainly,
one of the reasons was that two
ofthe Councilof 18 members are
agency men whose organization
(A.B.W.E.) has missionary can-
didates who are members of
Conservative Baptist Churches!
How could these two be objec-
tive and consistent in solving the
W.B.C. problem when their own
agency is involved in compro-
mise? We need this amend-
ment!

Passing the proposed
amendment does not insure that
all pastors will have convictions
and wisdom to solve the tremen-
dous problems our Association
isfacing. However, they often do
not have the same agendas
which agency men have. How-
ever, Pastors can be more ob-
jective, more free from" friend-
ship obligations.”

Our Association has drifted

See “AMENDMENT” page 3
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“AMENDMENT” continued

so far from its heritage that we
need to change the direction of
its decline. Last year more
churches were dismissed than
were received into our fellow-
ship. The emphasis and closer
ties to the agencies often cause
embarrassment to the Associa-
tion. Are you pleased that one of
our approved Colleges once
invited a former President of the
Southern Baptist Convention to
speak?

To pass this proposed
amendment will not solve the
drift away from the “secondary
separation position” which sev-
eral of the agency leaders have
publicly disavowed. Thisamend-
ment is only a tiny step to restor-
ing the testimony and the spiri-
tual power which the GARBC
once had. What we really need

is a revitalized, independent
Council of Eighteen that can give
aggressive leadership. When
we lose our DISTINCTIVENESS
and our militancy as a separatist
movement, we lose our power!

G.CampbellMorgan stateda
truly marvellous insight on the
cost of compromise and accom-
modationtothe church. Hewrote
in 1924:

There is a toleration which is
treachery. Thereis apeace which
issues in paralysis. There are
hours when the Church must say
NO, to those who would ask
Communion with her, inthe doing
of her work, upon the basis of
compromise.  Such standing
aloof may produce ostracism and
persecution; but it will maintain
power and influence. If the
Church of God in the cities of

today were aloof from the max-
ims of the age, separated from
the materialistic philosophies of
the schools, bearing her witness
alone to the all-sufficiency of
Christ, and the perfection of His
salvation, even though perse-
cutedand ostracized andbruised:
it would be to her that men would
look in the hour of their heart-
break and sorrow and national
need. The reason why men do
not look to the church today is
that she has destroyed her own
influence by compromise.

May the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Head of the church, bring our
beloved Association back to the
churches, back to its heritage
and original purpose, spirit, and
stand! We need revival! Be a
partin afirst, small step - - vote to
pass this amendment.l

—————————————————————————————————————————————
SECONDARY SEPARATION

THE POSITION OF CHARLES
HADDON SPURGEON.

Spurgeon wrote, “In order not
to stultify my ministry | have
severed my ties from those who
err from the faith, and from those
who associate with them.”

Some have thought that
Spurgeon wenttoo farin that last
phrase, butthatis SECONDARY
SEPARATION, and it is the
position of the GARBC.

HEAR IT FROM A BUSINESS
MAN. Henry Parsons Crowell
(1855-1944), known as the
Breakfast Table Autocrat, be-
cause he was the father of the
Quaker Oats Industry, teaches
usalesson. Ellsworth Day wrote
of him in BREAKFAST TABLE

AUTOCRAT (now out of print).
An entire chapter is devoted to
THE LEAVEN OF THE
SADUCEES. Mr. Crowellwas a
leader in the Presbyterian de-
nomination and in the Moody
Bible Institute. ‘

As the great denominations
became more tolerant of liberal-
ism and of outright apostasy, Mr.
Crowell was given great insight
in the defense of the Christian
faith. Hear some of his remark-
able statements and statements
about him by his biographer.

Ellsworth Day wrote of him:

“Herealizedthat not only must
Faith be careful to select workers
and leaders who are Bible be-
lievers: but these workers and
leaders themselves must be in-

tolerant of unbelievers in office.”

“Faith must not support men
in authority who, though they are
themselves Bible believers, are
tolerant of others in positions of
trust and authority who do not so
believe.”

“Mr. Crowell saw that the
battle against the Leaven of the
Saducees was being lost in
Christendom today by reason of
TOLERANCE TOWARD BE-
LIEVERS WHO WERE TOLER-
ANTTOWARDUNBELIEVERS.”

Give us men today who are
wise enough to know that the
real traitor is the believer who
cooperates with the unbeliever,
especially in the realm of holy
doctrine.

See “SEPARATION” page 4

“
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“SEPARATION” continued

We, like Mr. Crowell, must
stand against apostasy and also
against believers who team up
with apostates. Like Micaiah, we
must rebuke Ahab, the apostate
and also Jehoshaphat for his
compromising alliance.

The battle lines are clearly
drawn. We must not tolerate in
our churches norin our associa-
tion, liberalism and apostasy - -
and we must separate fromthose
believers who are allies of evil
men. That is SECONDARY
SEPARATION. It is separation
fromdisobedientbelievers. They
are commanded to “come out
from among them and be . . . .
separate. (2 Cor. 6:14)”
SECONDARY SEPARATIONIS
SIMPLY TOTAL BIBLICAL

SEPARATION - - FROM EVIL
AND FROM COMPROMISE.

Dr. R.T. Ketcham, a former
National Representative, insisted
on SECONDARY SEPARATION
when he penned these words:
“These scriptures forbid (1) or-
ganic union or cooperation with
unbelievers; and (2) organic
union or cooperation with believ-
ers who insist upon and practice
such union withunbelievers. The
‘brother’ who will not separate is
involvedin these scriptures also.”
(GARBC Literature ltem #6 on
Separation)

Dr. Paul R. Jackson, another
former National Representative,
also wrote plainly of this posi-
tion:

“We do not mean isolation.
We are to go to men with the

Word of God, but we are notto go
with men who walk contrary to
sound doctrine.”

“It is God’s Commandment
that we separate from our broth-
ers when they walk in disobedi-
ence.”

“We have a responsibility to
walk separately from our breth-
ren who insist upon being unbib-
lical.”

Ourwhole proposition hereis
that God commands us to be
separate even from our brethren
when they walk in disobedience
to the Word of God.”

(Above quotes of GARBC
Literature ltem #12 on Separa-
tion.)

May God grant to us a clear
and sound position and a firm
and loving attitude in this matter.
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GOOD SPIRIT AT REVIVAL CONFERENCE

A dedicated and deter-
mined group of pastors, lay-
men, and ladies from 12 states
enjoyed a great Conference at
Sellersville, Pennsylvania on
April 30th and May 1st. There
was strong preaching and
good music. Dr. Ernest
Pickering did an especially
commendable job of pointing
out the issues of the day. His
messages entitled, "The Sin of
Unscriptural Accommodation”
and "The Man God Uses,”
were very helpful in the light of
present trends in our GARBC.
Other speakers zeroed in on
the need for revival, the impor-
tance of a strong GARBC, and
the necessity of self-
evaluation.

During the Conference, a
two-and-one-half-hour dis-

sues of

cussion took place, which em-
phasized the sovereignty of
the local church and the pri-
macy of the pastoral position,
particularly as relating to is-
concern in the
GARBC. The important
Biblical doctrine of separation
was emphasized as a singular
principle and command.
While it has primary and sec-
ondary aspects or applica-
tions, separation is not prac-
ticed in varying degrees.

It is not like being burned to
various degrees, some more
than others. It exists as full
strength only. Either it is or it
is not. It is a matter of kind, not
degree. Aitempts to stereo-
type, categorize, or delineate
according to comparative de-
gree are merely smoke-

screens which cloud the issue
and blind us to the facts.

The Amendment, to be
voted on at Niagara Falls, was
fully discussed, and the prob-
able results of its passage or
rejection were covered. The
consensus was that the
Amendment alone is only a
small part of the solution to
problems in the GARBC, but
that it has helped each of us to
focus on the matters of con-
cern and the future of the
Regular Baptist movement.

Many delegates left en-
couraged with a strong sense
of responsibility for our her-
itage of Biblical truth and for

the testimony of our present

day generation of Regular
Baptists.
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Complete this tape order form and return with the proper payment to:
Regular Baptists For Revival Conference Tapes

754 East Rockhill Road
Sellersville, PA 18960
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Complete Set (8 Tapes) $30.00
Tape 1 $ 4.00

"Valiant For The Truth." - Dr. Richard A. Harris
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"Seeing Him Who Is Invisible” - Rev. Thomas L. Nieman
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