0 God, Our Help in Ages Past

As we gather at Plymouth, Massachusetts, for our Annual Bible Conference of the IBFNA,
let us remember the great issues that came out of the Pilgrim experience. The
Pilgrims exhibited courage to cross the ocean in search of religious freedom,
to propagate the gospel, and to save their children from worldly corrup-
tion." They rested on the providence of God. They had fortitude to
endure the privations, sickness, and isolation that awaited them on

these shores. Through these hardships the believers among them
were sustained by the promises of God.

Their religious and civil policies were more tolerant than those of
the Puritans of Massachusetts Bay who later dominated the
Colony. The Puritans were reformers within the established
church. But men like Edward Winslow, William Brewster and
William Bradford continued the English Separatist tradition from
Robert Brown, Richard Clyfton, Francis Johnson, Henry Ainsworth,

John Smyth and John Robinson in the new land.? They proclaimed “a Church without a bishop

and a State without a king.”® The Pilgrims brought to America the faith of the Protestant

Reformation and the Geneva Bible. Perhaps their church covenant supplied a model for the

basis of their civil government, the Mayflower Compact.

The experience at Plymouth should inspire us as Christian patriots to pray for America and
labor by the help of God’s Spirit seeking to secure a hearing for the Word of God in our own
generation. The Latin inscription on William Bradford’s tombstone has been translated, “What
our fathers with so much difficulty secured, do not basely relinquish.”* Woven into this great
American story is the rise of Baptist convictions as in the following account that ultimately
fulfilled the Pilgrims’ aspiration for freedom.

Among those who left their homes in the old world and became the first
settlers of America, there were Baptists. Others sprang up, as they have ever
done, where Baptists were unknown before, led by the pure word of God

continued, page three




Dr. Clay Nuttall, IBFNA Moderator

For some time I have been referring to the reli-
gion of man as “Humianity.” In fact, I believe that
all religions can be placed into one of two simple
categories: Biblical Christianity has the sovereign
Creator as its God, and divine revelation as its
tinal authority; Humianity chooses man as its
god, and its final authority is human reason.

Each of these two religions has a clear set of
theological views. While the doctrines of Biblical
Christianity may be easy to identify, there are
those who feel we must struggle to identify the
doctrines of Humianity. That is not so. In our
opening statement we have said that there are
two key doctrines of man-centered theology:

(1) its proponents have man as their god;

(2) the folly of man’s reason as their authority.
From here the task is easy. For example, how do
Biblical Christianity and Humianity differ regard-
ing the creation of this world? One holds to a six-
day, literal, act of God as recorded in Genesis. The
other holds to the theory of evolution.

The problem with these categories is not that
doctrines are unclear, but that there are so many
professing Christians in the middle. This means
that some “evangelical” or “fundamental” minis-
tries borrow from both categories of religion. In
the end, however, any admixture is still Humianity
and this position is more confusing and dangerous
than that of a liberal or an apostate.

In First Corinthians 2:14, the one who has chosen
the religion of man is called a “natural man.” He
is the man of flesh, described in Ephesians 2:1 as

From the Pen of the Moderator

The Religion of Man

being “dead in trespasses and sins.” In the first
three chapters of Romans, he could be the ren-
egade sinner, the respectable sinner or the reli-
gious sinner. None of that makes a difference
because whether he is violent, or is humanly
good, or is religious, his god is still man.

The opposite of this “natural man” is the “spiri-
tual man.” He is identified in I Corinthians and in
chapters five and six of Galatians. While this |
person is perfect in God, he will fail in brief *
expressions of those things that mark the man of
flesh. These lapses are neither his way of life nor
his pattern. One can expect from this persona |
consistency of spiritual strength and Christ-
likeness. You can easily identify him as a Biblical
Christian.

Our next category is a bit more difficult. The
enemy of our soul meant for this category to be
confusing. I have never fathomed why some
students do not like the word “carnal,” but for
their sake, I will leave this word alone. This third
state is so harmful because it causes people who
are looking for Biblical Christianity to stumble.
This “middle man” is born of the spirit of God,
but has so much religion of man in him that it is
hard to tell whose side he is on.

The “natural man” is the man of flesh. This world
is his heaven, and his hell lies beyond physical
death. His time, energy, possessions, friends,
activity and even his body are dedicated to
Humianity, the religion of man. This category

continued, page seven



O Gob, Ow Haw, continued

and the teaching of the Holy Spirit to embrace the
simple doctrines of the gospel. Thus it was that
Roger Williams and a number of his friends
became Baptists.

There is some uncertainty as to which was the
first Baptist church established in America. There
are two churches in the little state of Rhode Island
each of which claims that honor, the first church
of Providence and the first church of Newport. As
near as can be ascertained the former was consti-
tuted in 1639, and the latter in 1644.° Others
however state that the Baptist church at Tiverton
is the oldest, dating back to the year 1607.° The
first in Massachusetts was the little Welsh Baptist
church at Swansea formed in 1663,

In the year 1602 a company of dissenters, perse-
cuted by the Church of England, fled from their
homes and sought refuge in Amsterdam, and
afterward in Leyden. Having obtained permis-
sion to emigrate to the new world they set sail in
the Mayflower from Plymouth, England, and
after a tedious and dangerous voyage, these
Pilgrim Fathers landed, December, 1620, at
Plymouth, Massachusetts.

The Baptists were probably among the early
settlers of New England. Cotton Mather, an early
writer, calls them “Godly Anabaptist,” and says,
“Some few of these people have been among the
planters of New England from the beginning and
have been welcome to the communion of our
churches which they enjoyed, reserving their
particular opinions unto themselves.

Dr. David Weston says: “Baptist principles are
discoverable in New England from the very
earliest colonial settlements. The Puritans of
Plymouth had mingled with the Dutch Baptists
during the ten years of their sojourn in Holland,
and some of them seem to have brought over
Baptist tendencies even in the Mayflower. Dutch
Baptists had emigrated to England and extended

their principles there; and from time to time a
persecuted Baptist in England sought refuge in
America, and planted here brought forth fruit
after his kind. But as every off-shoot of these

principles here was so speedily and vigorously
beaten down by persecution, and especially as,
after the banishment of Roger Williams, there was
an asylum a few miles distant, just over
Narraganset bay, where every persecuted man
could find liberty of conscience. Baptist principles
made little progress in New England colonies,
except in Rhode Island, for the first one hundred
and twenty years.”

It is strange that those who crossed the ocean to
find liberty of conscience for themselves, should
deny it to others. From the very first, all dissent
or heresy was forbidden. It was unlawful and
punishable as a crime to neglect or oppose the
existing or standing church; or to set up worship
in opposition to it; to refuse to be taxed for the
support of its ministry; to oppose its faith; or to
build houses of worship for dissenting churches.
Especially were Baptists the objects of persecu-
tion because they opposed infant baptism, an
unregenerate church membership, and the union
of church and state. Fines, imprisonment and
banishment were the penalties imposed there for
holding Baptist sentiments.

A law was passed by the General Court, Novem-
ber 13, 1644 banishing those who “refused to
countenance infant baptism and the use of secular
force in religions things.”” “A like method of
treating the Baptists in courts, from pulpits and
from the press has been handed down by tradition

continued, page five
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O Goo, Ow Herp, continued

ever since,” writes Isaac Backus in 1777.2 Never-

theless Winthrop says, “Anabaptists increased and
spread.” Many such laws were passed and much
suffering was endured by the Baptists under them.

Roger Williams was driven from the colony of
Massachusetts because of his Baptist principles,

and became the founder of the state of Rhode
Island....He left England because he could not
conscientiously conform to some parts of the
doctrine and worship of the established church.
He came to America about the year 1630, and was
soon afterward called to preach at Salem where
he became assistant pastor. While in Boston he
had refused communion with the church there,
and had declined to take the oath of a free-man.
These facts awakened opposition and he was
obliged to leave Salem. He went to Plymouth,
where he was pastor for two years, when he was
re-called to Salem. But ere long, he was accused
of preaching against the assumption of power in
religious affairs by the civil magistrate, and
besides, was charged with holding other views
tending to anabaptism. He was tried by the court
and sentenced to be banished....He...fled from the
cruelties of his Christian brethren, to find refuge
and hospitality among the savages of the forest. It
was in the midst of a New England winter,
January, 1635, when this apostle of liberty left his
home and plunged into the depths of the gloomy
forest. For fourteen weeks he wandered “in
winter’s snow,” which, says he, “I feel yet...not
knowing what bread or bed did mean.”

He went first to Rehoboth, fifty miles south of
Salem. Here he was joined by his family and
some friends.... The authorities advised him to
cross the river and go beyond the bounds of the
colony. So, leaving the huts which they had built,
he and his little company embarked in a little
boat and started on a voyage of discovery, to seek
anew home and a place where they might plant
the standard of soul-liberty....In grateful acknowl-
edgment of the divine hand that had guided and
preserved him, Mr. Williams gave to the new
settlement the name of Providence. The govern-
ment which he established was based upon the
principle of perfect religious liberty. It required
obedience to the civil magistrate only in civil
things. A man’s religion was held to be a matter
for which he is responsible only to God, and with
which civil governments have no right to inter-
fere. All such interference is an infringement of
the most sacred rights of men. Freedom in mat-
ters of religion is not simply a privilege, but a
right belonging to all men alike, whatever their
forms of religion may be, whether Christian,
Mahometan, Jew or Pagan. These were the views
held by Mr. Williams, and incorporated into the
government of Rhode Island. Hence the religious
freedom which he established was not toleration,
but liberty in its largest, fullest, freest sense.

Dr. David Weston says, “When colonists settled
America, they brought with them across the
Atlantic, the system of legislation for consciences.
Massachusetts and Connecticut fined, impris-
oned, whipped, banished or even put to death
those who opposed the established orthodoxy.
Catholic Maryland fined, whipped or banished
all who uttered reproachful words against the
Virgin Mary and put to death a denier of the
Trinity. Virginia had her nine-pound tobacco tax
for the support of Episcopacy. When Roger
Williams, banished from Massachusetts because
he was a Baptist, founded a settlement in Rhode
Island, then for the first time in the history of the

continued, page six




period printed:in‘a lovely book orthe’ 10 ya ofo >mbers and friends
swelled the old meetinghouse in glorious praise to God. Two quartets sang hymns of praise, one
from Parsippany Baptist Church and the other composed of men from Kendall Park, Philadelphia,
PA, and Northampton, MA. Pastor Charles Dear spoke on “Baptists and the American Revolution.’f’
“Baptists and Culture” was the topic for Pastor Paul Gustine. Pastor Clay Nuttall concluded with
“Baptist and Higher Education.” We filed past the memorial shaft of John Hart with renewed :
dedication to serve God and valiantly stand for His Truth in our day.a

O Gop, Owr Hetp, continued
world, there was a civil government which claimed no jurisdiction in religion. The great principle of
religious freedom was first practically applied by Roger Williams.” A ‘

Williag Bradford, “Of Plymouth Plantation,” in Perry Miller, ed., The American Puritans. (Garden City, NY: Doubleday &
Company, Inc., 1956), pp. 10-12.

"Isidore S. Meyer, The Hebrew Exercises of Governor William Bradford. (Plymouth, Massachusetts: Pilgrim Society, 1973), p. 6.

*Thomas Armitage, A History of the Baptists: Traced by their Vital Principles and Practices, from the Time of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ to the Year 1886. 2 vols. (Watertown, WI: Baptist Heritage Press, 1988), 2:619.

4Meyer, Hebrew Exercises, p. 49.

*This church may have begun as early as 1638, but it cannot be documented as a Baptist church until 1644. See H. Leon
McBeth, The Baptist Heritage. (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1987), pp. 136-39. [Editor]

®This assertion is not supported my most modern research in Baptist history. [Editor]

"Isaac Backus, A History of New England with Particular Reference to the Denomination of Christians Called Baptists. 2 vols.
(Newton, MA: The Backus Historical Society, 1871), 1:127.

*Ibid.
S1bid., p. 126.

[Notes vii-ix are in the original text of Richard B. Cook. The citations have been conformed to modern styles for citations by the editor]



Tre Reucion oF Man, continued

includes both the great and small religions and
cults of all kinds because they all are derived
from the worship of man and human reason. This
individual lives in and for the flesh.

In opposition to this natural man is the “spiritual
man.” He lives in the flesh, but for the spirit. This
world is the only hell that he will know, and
heaven waits for him beyond the rapture or the
grave. The spiritual man even knows something
of the experience of heavenly life here. His time,
energy, possessions, friends, activity and even his
physical body are dedicated to spiritual living.
This category is true Biblical Christianity.

The man in the “middle” is another matter. He is
born of the spirit, but lives with flesh in the way.
He lives in the flesh and, unfortunately, much of
the time lives for the flesh. Certainly heaven will be
his, but it may come more quickly than he plans
(Rom. 8:13; I John 5:16). This world is more of hell
for him than it ought to be. His energy, posses-
sions, friends, activity and even his body are
dedicated to himself, his flesh. With all his religion,
he has missed God’s will for his life, and those
around him are confused because though he claims
to be Christ-centered, he is really man-centered.
Terrible things follow this life that borrows from
the religion of man. Those who are lost-but-
religious, including many who are members of

fundamental churches, are unable to see their
perilous condition because of these “middle

men” who “love this present world.” The testi-
mony of Biblical Christianity is hindered herein.

Humianity, the religion of man, has its greatest
triumph, not in the blasphemer, but in those who
tie the religion of man to some form of Christian-
ity. This tool of the apostasy is widespread, and
the spiritual man perceives its devices clearly.
Evangelical ecumenism, which includes ecumeni-
cal evangelism, evangelical feminism, Promise
Keepers, marketing the church, contemporary

Christian music and more, are examples of this
awful compromise. All of these movements
depend deeply upon the religion of man while
naming Jesus as Lord. Their doctrine is the
doctrine of man and the doctrine of devils. This is
why the devotees of Humianity hate sound
doctrine so much. Such movements are not
Biblical Christianity. They are Humianity with its
man-centered focus.

In practical matters, Humianity reigns in the
churches that are practicing pragmatism in
position and practice. For example, Titus 2:3
speaks of aged women who are false accusers.
The word indicates that they are devilish or like
the devil in their accusations. A couple of years
ago I observed an aged woman given over to the
religion of man and acting out the habits of her
father, the devil, as she served him. Her
Humianity was particularly offensive since she
claimed that she was a believer, but gave no
evidence of it.

What is the answer to this challenge, dear reader?
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye
be reprobates?” (I Cor.13:5). If you “know that
you have eternal life,” then ask, in the light of the
love of our blessed Saviour, “why would I want
to look, act, or smell like the flesh?” Is what you
have Biblical Christianity of the “blessed /happy
man,” or is it an admixture of the religion of
man? The latter leaves us as powerless stumbling
blocks. I encourage you both to let your lives
contrast the spirit of this age evidenced in the
religion of man and to cease to tolerate the ad-
mixture in our lives, our homes and our churches.

“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit” (Galatians 5:25). A ‘

Dr. Clay Nuttall is the Director of
Project 21 at Piedmont Bible College.




St. Paul, A Tabloid Journalist?

The Implication of a Recent Article by a Baptist Leader

by P. W. Gustine

The National Representative of the GARBC wrote the following quote about tabloid journalism in
Christian publications:

Let us apply the concepts stated above to a well-
known report about a Christian.

“For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world,%
and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens ta Galatia, Titus unto
Dalmatia” (Il Timothy 4:10).

Assuming that Demas was the same individual ;
mentioned in Colossians 4:14 and Philemon 24, it
would appear that he was a believer and would.
not fit the perimeters that our brother has used to
restrict an exposé. Yet the Apostle reported the
whereabouts of Demas. He complained about his
willful desertion.? He even diagnosed his motiva-
tion! St. Paul has been caught after all these centu-
ries. He was a tabloid journalist! Or was he?

Look at another quote from The Baptist Bulletin Z
article.

Solomon shared a relevant commentary on the ;
practice of “tabloidism” that we should take to
heart: “An ungodly man digs up evil, and it is on his
lips like a burning fire. A perverse man sows strife,
and a whisperer separates the best of friends”
(Proverbs 16:27, 28). The tabloids won't disappear,
whether they are secular or Christian, but | have a
choice. Will 1 read them, or will I occupy my mind
with “whatever things are true...noble...just...pure...
lovely...and of good report...” (Philippians 4:8) 73




Has our brother stopped reading Second Timothy
because of Paul’s exposé of Demas? Something is
being confused here. Apostates are not the only
persons to be noted. The Apostle Paul is operat-
ing by other valid Scriptural principles besides
Jude 3. Certainly he did contend for the faith, but
he did more than that. He exhorted Timothy “to
hold fast the form of sound words” (II Timothy
1:13) and marked those who did not, such as
Phygellus and Hermogenes (I Timothy 1:15). He
pressed Timothy to be a good soldier (Il Timothy
2:3,4). He judged Demas was not. Is this gossip
like Proverbs 6:27, 28 cited above? No. The
essential evil in gossip is a lie, distortion or taking
out of context. Paul told the truth about Demas.
This is not gossip or tabloid journalism. The
Baptist Bulletin prints similar news.

Performer Sandi Patty is trying to make a comeback
on the music charts after an extramarital relation-
ship that “put her career into a tailspin.” A growing
number of performances are slated for 1998.*

This is not gossip if it is true. It also is not con-
tending for the faith.

If a Christian leader wants to do something about
gossip or tabloid journalism, he should name the
source and show by facts the lies, distortions or
twisting of the context. Stand up for the brethren.
Forget the buckshot. The IBFNA and The Review
have no sympathy for those who spread lies and
distortions or quibble over petty matters. Let us
maintain the spirituality that is repulsed by those
who spread strife, a work of the flesh. Some of
what is being called “tabloid journalism,” I
suspect, makes some brethren uncomfortable. I
remind you of a particular part of the quotation
at the beginning of the article above, “The topics
usually revolve around news of someone speaking here
or appearing there....” For example, when some
news sources reported truthfully that the featured
speakers at certain national conferences in 1995
and 1996 had also spoken at the Billy Graham

Training Center at the Cove, I would think that
the organizers of those national conferences might
have wished this had not been reported. Perhaps
the author quoted earlier in this article would like
to discourage Christians from reading such
reports. Those news reports revealed a practice
that seems glaringly inconsistent for a fundamen-
tal association with a stated purpose “to be a

voice repudiating cooperation with movements
which attempt to unite true Bible believers and
apostates in evangelistic and other cooperative
spiritual efforts.”® And, please, may no one ever
again compare this kind of compromise (speaking
at a center dedicated to ecumenical evangelism) to
Dr. Robert Ketcham speaking somewhere like the
Pinebrook Bible Conference in the era before the
National Association of Evangelicals repudiated
separation.’ Does anyone think these speakers
were moving the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association toward a position of militant funda-
mentalism? What is feared is that this kind of
accommodation will contribute to incremental
change among fundamental Baptist churches,
agencies and associations. It will set an example
of toleration for neoevangelical ministries. “Take
us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines:
for our vines have tender grapes” (Song of
Solomon 2:15). Please do not construe this as a
personal attack upon these gifted speakers. It is
lamentable that they do not set the example in
separation from neoevangelicalism.

In regard to where someone speaks or with whom
he associates in ministry, helpful counsel can be
found in a devotional work of a 19th Century,

continued, page ten




St. Paw, continued

Plymouth Brethren author. C. H. Mackintosh
counsels the man of God to have a pure con-
science (Il Timothy 1:3) as one of the essentials for

his life.” If we strive by the Spirit of God to have
a pure conscience about our doctrine, our morals,
our ethics, our conduct, or our associations, we
have nothing to fear from a truthful report. And,
we have truth to defend us from gossip (II Timo-
thy 3:10-12). May God help us so to live and
conduct our ministries.

! John R. Greening, “Tabloids and the Paparazzi,”

Jude 3 just happens to be on the masthead for the
publication, Calvary Contender. Brother Jerry '
Huffman was recently honored by the American
Council of Christian Churches for his work as a
watchman on the wall. Anyone who regularly
reads the Calvary Contender knows that its editor
carefully distinguishes between apostates, neo-
evangelicals, cults, compromising brethren, and
fundamental, militant separatists. There are often
quotations of writings or messages thatare
instructive and exhortatory in the fundamentals.
There are addresses and citations where one can
obtain useful information. Brother Huffman
humbly and speedily prints retractions, apolo-
gizes or corrects errors in the rare cases when it
has been necessary. The Editor of The REVIEW
applauds him for his balance and integrity. A

The Baptist Bulletin, November 1977, p. 5.

? Archibald T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament. 6 vols. (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, :

1931), 4:631.
* Greening, ibid.

4 “News,” The Baptist Bulletin, March 1998, p- 38.

®1966 Church Directory, General Association of Regular Baptist Churches, Schaumburg, IL, p. 10.

¢ R. T. Ketcham, “Transformed,” Mountaintop Messages. (Philadelphia, PA: Pinebrook Book Club, 1939)}
pp- 91-97; “I Shall Not Want,” Echoes of Pinebrook. (Philadelphia, PA: The Young People’s Church of

the Air, 1941), pp. 62-68.

7 C. H. Mackintosh, “The Man of God,” Miscellaneous Writings. 6 vols. (New York: Loizeaux Brothers, -

Publishers, n.d.), 3:25ff..



The Liberals Have An Agenda

Fifty years after its inaugural Assembly in
Amsterdam (1948), the World Council of
Churches (WCC) is planning and preparing for
its Eighth Assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe, Africa,
December 3-14, 1998. The theme is “Turn to
God—Rejoice in Hope.” When the liberal clergy-
men met in 1948, they sought to give a “visible
expression to their search for unity.” This global
gathering fifty years ago was a first step to unity.
Since then, the WCC has utilized high-tech means
to send its messages around the world. The WCC
Constitution requires its delegates to meet in
Assembly every seven years in order to deter-
mine future plans as well as to review previously
adopted policies.

While some fundamentalist churches and pastors
prefer to ignore actions taken by liberal church
councils (like the National Council of Christian
Churches, or NCCC, and the WCC), the truth
really is that these apostate groups would silence
the witness and testimony of true Bible believers
at home and abroad, if ever they obtain “by hook
or by crook” the power to do so. Their outright
antagonism toward the ministry of winning the
lost to Christ and establishing churches in coun-
tries where they have strength and numbers is
easily documented.

A recent release from WCC leadership told how
wonderful it is to have “in the same Assembly
Bible Study Group a Coptic Orthodox priest, a
Peruvian Pentecostal pastor, a Korean lay teacher,
along with many others...[enabling] a person to
know God more fully.” This means that “all
Christians can move across the cultural, confes-
sional and linguistic boundaries.” So the building

of a one-world church continues, and that church
will include Evangelicals, Pentecostals and, of
course, Roman Catholics.

A crying need for Christian leaders in this genera-
tion is that they be like “watchmen upon the
walls” (Isaiah 62:6), informing everyone about
the insidious programs of the ecumenical groups
as well as compromising evangelicals who coop-
erate with them. To the contrary, the National
Association of Evangelicals (NAE) and the World
Evangelical Fellowship (WEF) invite and receive
members from both the NCCC and WCC.

A faithful “watchman on the wall” forcefully
declared, “Every Christian should practice sepa-
ration, every church should stand for separation,
and every pastor should preach separation.” The
holiness of God demands our complete obedience
in this important area of both preaching and
practice. A

[See John 17:17, 20-23, and I John 1:3~7, where we are called to
fellowship with the Father and the Son. This fellowship has as its
standards truth and light. There is no place for liturgical supersti-
tions, charismatic deceptions, ecclesiastical accommodation with
immorality, or evangelical compromise with those who deny what
the Bible teaches, including separation as in II Cor. 6:14-7:1;

Gal. 1:6-9; Eph. 5:10, 11; Il Tim. 3:5; and I John 1:7-11. Editor]
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and my saloation; he is my defense...My soul, wait thon only upon God; for my expectation is from him.”



