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“I Am Bleeding” 
Vic Perry, Moderator IBFNA 

Over the years I have heard “I am bleeding” many times, usually from a 
young girl. At times there is a question added: “Am I going to die?” Often I have 
been able to comfort and encourage that child. On at least one occasion, I used it 
as a witnessing opportunity. The Scripture has many things to say about blood. 
We read that life is in the blood (Lev. 17:11). 

The Bible tells us that animals were sacrificed, particularly during the Old Tes-
tament days, which means life was taken. Their blood was used as part of the sac-
rifice. If the sacrifices were made as the Lord instructed, that animal was sacri-
ficed as a substitute for individuals in obedience to God’s commands. The sym-
bolism of this shedding of blood on those occasions lasted only temporarily, so 
the sacrifice had to be made over and over. 

In Exodus 12, the blood of a lamb was put on the door posts and lintel of Isra-
elite homes. Only those families who applied that blood, as God instructed, dis-
covered the next morning that the firstborn of family members and livestock had 
been spared when the death angel passed over (Exod. 12:29). 

The Old Testament sacrifices are a picture of what Christ did on Calvary. No 
longer are those sacrifices necessary, because His sacrifice was “once for 
all” (Heb. 10:10). Like the application of blood on the Israelite homes, only those 
who believe on the work of Christ live (John 3:16-19). 

Heb. 9:22 reminds us that “without the shedding of blood, there is no remis-
sion of sins.” Rather than making those Old Testament sacrifices, Christ died on 
the cross one time so that “he that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
Him.” 

When a youngster or someone older is bleeding just a bit, the answer to the 
question, “Am I going to die?” is “no.” But without believing that only the “blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7), and without person-
ally trusting Him for salvation, the answer is “yes.” We all will live for eternity in 
one of two places: heaven or hell. The blood of Jesus, given on Calvary’s cross, is 
sufficient. The only way to go to heaven is by the blood of Jesus. 
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2026 Family Conference Report 

On this 250th anniversary year of the Declara-
tion of Independence, the IBFNA gathered for their 
35th Annual Family Conference in June at the his-
toric Baptist Church of Danbury, CT, now located 
at their new meeting place in beautiful Brookfield. 
We met under the theme, “Our Baptist Heritage.”  

It was to the Danbury Baptists that Thomas 
Jefferson wrote his assurances about the wall of 
separation between church and state, protecting 
minority Christian sects like the Baptists from the 
control of civil governments, which were often 
controlled by the majority Christian sect. 

We heard messages that paged through the 
Book of Acts in support of many of the Baptist 
distinctives we hold dear. In addition, three mes-
sages had a historical theme.  

Our host pastor, Bob Payne, began the focus 
on history with a message about the Danbury 
Baptists and their struggle for religious liberty. 
We heard from George Whitfield expert, Chaplain 
Ken Lawson, about the New England ministry of 
this leader of the First Great Awakening and his 
influence on early Baptist churches. Pastor Kevin 
Hobi explained the pivotal role the Lord gave 
Isaac Backus to advocate successfully for the Bible 
doctrine of the separation of church and state. 
That uniquely Baptist conviction became our na-
tionwide practice, enshrined in the First Amend-
ment of our Bill of Rights. 

Other brothers preached about our Baptist dis-
tinctives from the Book of Acts. Jeff Bailey ad-
dressed the prayers of the Baptists from Acts 4, 
with special consideration for boldness in the face 
of persecution. Jim Brown covered the two offices 
of Baptist churches from Acts 6, pastor and dea-
con.  

Mark Strangman preached on the ordinance of 
baptism from Acts 8, noting the importance of im-
mersion to the ordinance, and we heard that the 
true gospel that Baptists preach is an exclusive 
gospel, with Ken Lawson’s treatment of Acts 4:12. 

Mike McCubbins covered our mission as Baptist 
churches, and our Moderator, Vic Perry, encour-
aged us to “Continue On” as faithful Baptists. 

A key highlight of the week was the morning 
devotionals presented by one of the original 
founders of the IBFNA, Jerry Johnson. He ad-
dressed from Hebrews 11 and 12 our Fellowship’s 
past, present, and future.  

In the first presentation, Brother Johnson re-
minded us of the early days of the Fellowship, 
including the tragic censoring of Allen Griffith by 
the GARBC in Niagara. Remembering his person-
al experience, Brother Johnson spoke of a painful 
and difficult time for himself and his wife. 

Next, he mentioned the subsequent formation 
of the new Fellowship’s doctrinal statement in 
Oshkosh, WI. Committees were formed that pro-
duced balanced doctrinal statements, including 
on two issues that threatened to divide the IBFNA 
brothers from the beginning – Calvinism and Bi-
ble translations. The discussions lasted three days, 
and unanimous votes were required for each 
committee assigned an article of faith. The process 
produced a biblically sound document. 

Brother Johnson also articulated the reasons a 
Fellowship was desirable in those days: (1) Fun-
damental Baptist churches needed a gathering 
place; (2) the next generation needed to under-
stand the Bible doctrine of separation; and (3) 
wounded warriors needed rest, healing, and re-
freshment.. These reasons persist today. 

In regard to our present day, Brother Johnson 
encouraged us to run with patience from Heb. 
12:1. We are running a marathon, not a sprint. In 
the race of gospel ministry, we are rewarded 
more for finishing than for being faster than  oth-
ers. Faithfulness may require laying aside even 
good “weights that easily beset us.” The sin of 
disrupting harmony can be an easily besetting sin. 
Over the years, the early consensus with balance 
around Calvinism and Bible translations broke 
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down at times, causing in part the lower number 
of members our Fellowship welcomes today. 

In regard to our future, the song “I have de-
cided to follow Jesus,” must be our theme. Our 
future as a Fellowship must be sustained by 
Christ. The song calls for a personal and irre-
versible decision, which the IBFNA needs. It    

encourages us to be faithful, though we be few. 
That faithfulness will require total surrender – 
“the world behind” and “the cross before,” “no 
turning back.” Jesus is not only our Author, but 
also our Finisher. He guides us through the rap-
ids of spiritual battles and changing circumstanc-
es, and He always finishes what He starts.  

Matthew Thornton: An American Patriot 

Pastor Kevin Hobi 

Editor’s note: This article is presented in honor of 
the 250th Anniversary of our nation’s Declaration of 
Independence. It is based in part on a biography 
written by two of Matthew Thornton’s great-great-
grandsons titled, Matthew Thornton of New 
Hampshire: A Patriot of the American Revolution 
(1903). The authors were Charles Thornton Adams 
and Gordon Woodbury. 

“Oppressing none; by none oppressed.” This 
was the family motto of the 17th century 
Thornton family of Londonderry, Northern Ire-
land, a legacy received from their English ances-
try. Though once thought to have derived from 
the ancient god Thor, the family name was more 
likely a combination of the words thorn and town. 
The family coat of arms depicts three hawthorn 
trees. 

 Around the middle of this 17th century, many 
Scotch Presbyterians fled the persecutions of 
Charles I in their homeland, settling in the North 
of Ireland. Robert Thornton was the mayor of 
Londonderry, when the rebellion of 1641 began 
the conflict between Irish Catholics and 
Protestants, which continued long after. Matthew 
Thornton, one of the three signatories of the Dec-
laration of Independence from New Hampshire, was 
a descendant of these Scotch-Irish Presbyterians. 

Matthew was born in Northern Ireland in 
1714. It was Matthew’s father, James, who 
brought his family to America. As a boy of about 
five years of age, James lived through the 1689 
siege of Londonderry, imposed by an Irish-

Catholic ally of the recently exiled King James II. 
This James was the Roman Catholic Stuart who 
lost his throne to the Glorious Revolution of 1688.  

The Thornton family farm was a mile outside 
of town and frequented during the siege by Cath-
olic troops. On one occasion a trooper quipped to 
Matthew’s grandmother about the cannon balls 
the Catholics were hurling at the town: “The sug-
ar plums from Derry are plenty today.” She re-
plied, “Yes, and I hope you get some before the 
day is over.” Matthew’s grandfather feared his 
wife’s boldness might endanger her life. 

Matthew’s Irish heritage was a history of 
flight from religious persecution. As one of 120 
Scotch-Irish families on five ships, James 
Thornton landed his family in Boston in 1718. Af-
ter a few years in Maine and elsewhere, the 
Thorntons settled in Worchester, MA. Here perse-
cution came not from Roman Catholics, but from 
fellow Protestants, the Congregationalists.  

The Thorntons lived in peace in Worchester 
until the 1730s. The Presbyterians worshipped in 
those days at a former military post they called 
the “Old Fort.” They were taxed for the support 
of the Congregationalist church on the town com-
mon. At first, they accepted an overture from the 
First Parish, who had assigned them seats in their 
building, but when Presbyterian ministers were 
disallowed, they withdrew to worship as faithful 
Presbyterians. 

In 1736 the Presbyterians petitioned their 
town to be exempted from taxation for the       
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support of the Congregationalist pastor, Isaac 
Burr (the brother of Aaron Burr, President of 
Princeton College). The petition failed with the 
majority of the town voting against it.  

In 1740 the Thorntons sold their Worchester 
farm, having established already a new town 
(Pelham, MA) with 34 other families. In that same 
year, the Presbyterians tried to build their own 
meeting place near the “Old Fort.” They complet-
ed the framing for the new building, but under 
the cover of night Congregationalist townspeople 
tore down what had been built and stole many of 
the materials that had been invested in the pro-
ject. 

By then, the 26-year-old Matthew was almost 
ready for the career in medicine for which he had 
been trained. In 1743 he set up what became a 
thriving practice in Londonderry, NH. During the 
French-Indian War, Matthew served as the medic 
for an expedition to take Louisburg in Nova Sco-
tia. The force lost only six men due to Thornton’s 
medical care, in spite of their having to march in 
knee-deep mud while dragging their cannons.  

In 1763 after the war, the Royal Government 
granted Matthew a town in Grafton County, 
which was named Thornton, NH. In 1760, Mat-
thew had married Hannah Jack, roughly thirty 
years his junior, and they had five children to-
gether. Matthew made many real estate invest-
ments throughout New Hampshire. 

Matthew was chosen to serve in many civil 
posts for the colony of New Hampshire, including 
as a delegate to the Continental Congress, which 
produced the Declaration of Independence. As the 
President of his colony’s Provincial Congress, he 
wrote a letter about the coming war for freedom 
to his fellow New Hampshirites on June 2, 1775: 

Friends and Brethren: You must all be 
sensible that the affairs of America have at 
length come to a very affecting and alarm-
ing crisis. The horrors and distresses of a 
civil war, which, till of late, we only had in 
contemplation, we now find ourselves 
obliged to realize. Painful beyond expres-
sion have been those scenes of blood and 

devastation which the barbarous cruelty of 
British troops has placed before our eyes. 
Duty to God, to ourselves, to posterity, en-
forced by the cries of slaughtered inno-
cents, have urged us to take up arms in our 
defense. Such a day as this was never be-
fore known, either to us or to our fathers.  

You will give us leave therefore — in 
whom you have reposed special confi-
dence — as your representative body, to 
suggest a few things which call for the seri-
ous attention of everyone who has the true 
interest of America at heart. We would 
therefore recommend to the Colony at 
large to cultivate that Christian union, har-
mony and tender affection which is the on-
ly foundation upon which our invaluable 
privileges can rest with any security, or 
our public measures be pursued with the 
least prospect of success. 

The signature of Matthew Thornton on the 
Declaration of Independence required some unique 
courage. He did not have opportunity to sign the 
July 4 document until November 4, 1776.  

By that time, the Revolutionary War had not 
gone well for the Colonists. They had lost the Bat-
tle of Long Island on August 27, with the British 
taking New York on September 15. Nathan Hale 
had been captured and executed on September 
22. In October Colonists had lost at Valcour Is-
land, Pell’s Point, and White Plains. Matthew 
Thornton publicly pledged his life, his fortune, 
and his sacred honor to a cause that seemed at the 
time doomed to fail. 

In the Lord’s Providence, the cause of Ameri-
can liberty did not fail. In line with his Presbyteri-
an roots, Matthew credited God with the outcome 
of the War. On behalf of the New Hampshire 
Committee on Safety, Thornton concluded a letter 
to the Continental Congress with these words:  

As we are engaged in a just cause, we 
hope and trust the Supreme Ruler of all 
events will support us in our present con-
test, and that our liberties and privileges 
will finally be established on a solid    
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foundation. 

In a 1781 letter to his friend and colleague, 
Meshech Weare of New Hampshire, he wrote: 
“Taking one man may begin a war, but when or 
how it will end the Great Ruler only knows.” 

After freedom was secured, and now a man in 
his eighties, Thornton authored an essay he titled, 
“Paradise Lost: or the Origin of the Evil called Sin 
Examined.” The lengthy title of the treatise cor-
rectly defined sin: “for a creature to displease the 
Creator in Thought, Word or Action.”  

The treatise’s definition of sin was not in ques-
tion, but it seems that the author did question his 
Presbyterian orthodoxy in regard to original sin. 
He held that man is a “free and accountable agent 
to whom [the Creator] has given common sense.” 
He wrote, “no rational being, exercising reason, 
can choose to be miserable. . . . But if the choice is 
made from either hope or fear, without exercising 
reason, it may and often does end in misery of the 
creature.”  

Our forefather seemed to believe that our ca-
pacity for reason was not marred by the fall, but 
Scripture includes our reason when Paul de-
scribes our ruined condition: “But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned” (1 Cor. 2:14).  

John Adams related a story about Matthew 
Thornton in a letter of 1777, in which he said his 
colleague gave an answer regarding what he 
thought about the doctrine of original sin. Mat-
thew said that the sin nature was “either divisible 
or indivisible.” If divisible, its parts in each of us 
are so small now that we need not worry about it, 
or if indivisible, then it only exists in one man 
who may now live in a distant realm, like Asia or 
Africa. Our forefather forgot that original sin is 
multipliable. We are each born into a full measure 
of human depravity, in need of God’s gracious 
salvation through His Spirit by faith in Christ. 

In spite of his Enlightenment theological 
shortcomings, Matthew Thornton was                

remembered as a devout Presbyterian. At his fu-
neral his Merrimack pastor eulogized him in an 
address to his congregation:  

You were, on the last Lord's day, called 
to follow to the grave and deposit in the 
dust, the remains of a man venerable for 
his age and skill in his profession and for 
the several very important and honorable 
offices he has sustained; noted for the 
knowledge he had acquired and his quick 
penetration into matters of abstruse specu-
lation; exemplary for his regard to the pub-
lic institutions of religion, and for his con-
stancy in attending the public worship, 
where he trod the courts of the house of 
God with steps tottering with age and in-
firmity.  

Even late into his eighth decade, Matthew 
Thornton never stopped attending church. 

His June 2, 1775 letter to fellow citizens of 
New Hampshire concluded with advice every 
freedom-loving American must take to heart and 
obey:  

In a word, we seriously and earnestly 
recommend the practice of that pure and 
undefiled religion which embalmed the 
memory of our pious ancestors, as that 
alone upon which we can build a solid 
hope and confidence in the Divine protec-
tion and favor, without whose blessing all 
the measures of safety we have or can pro-
pose will end in our shame and disap-
pointment. 

May the Lord find us faithful practitioners of 
the true undefiled religion of Christ found in the 
Bible. May we take to heart our nation’s forefa-
ther’s challenge, recognizing with him that what-
ever blessings of freedom our nation has pos-
sessed have been gifts from our sovereign Lord, 
who reigns over the nations of men (Psalm 2). 
And so practicing and recognizing, may we and 
our posterity avoid the shame and disappoint-
ment of which this courageous forefather warns. 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Ps. 
33:12), for one day each nation will worship Him. 
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Resolution On Our Baptist Heritage 

WHEREAS the Scriptures enjoin us, 
“Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the tra-
ditions which ye have been taught, whether by 
word, or our epistle.” (II Thessalonians 2:15); and 

WHEREAS over centuries, believers in Christ 
within the Baptist tradition have held to the Bible 
as the inerrant Word of God and the sole authori-
ty for the church; and 

WHEREAS these forebears diligently searched 
the Scriptures to understand its commands for 
each believer’s relationship with God, other be-
lievers, and the state. They faithfully stood for the 
Gospel and the Scriptures, often in the face of per-
secution. 

WHEREAS these forebears observed that the 
New Testament lays out believer’s baptism by im-
mersion, and they baptized believers when the 
practice was unpopular and even punished. They 
recognized that the local church consists of regen-
erate, voluntary members, and that true faith in 
Christ and membership in His church cannot be 
enforced by the state. 

WHEREAS these forebears acknowledged the 

individual priesthood of the believer to commune 
directly with God, and they strove for freedom of 
religion for all. 

WHEREAS beginning early in the North 
American colonial period, Baptist believers 
preached, planted churches, and served as mis-
sionaries on this continent. Many of these believ-
ers involved themselves in the political process or 
in war to fight for liberty, and many Baptist chap-
lains ministered and preached to military mem-
bers. When liberalism advanced in the denomina-
tions, many stood for the fundamentals of the 
faith and separated to promote pure doctrine. 

WHEREAS Bible-believing Baptists in North 
America and around the world continue to hold 
fast to Jesus Christ and the truth of the Scriptures; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the mem-
bers of the Independent Baptist Fellowship of 
North America, meeting in conference at The Bap-
tist Church of Danbury in Brookfield, Connecti-
cut, June 23-25, 2026, do mark the heritage of be-
lievers who have come before us, thank God for 
their example, and pledge to continue standing on 
the Scriptures and preaching the Gospel. 

Resolution On 250 Years of  Independence 
WHEREAS July 4, 2026, marks the 250th anni-

versary of the Declaration of Independence and 
the founding of the United States of America; and 

WHEREAS Almighty God is the sovereign 
Ruler over the affairs of men and nations, and 
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
LORD” (Psalm 33:12); and 

WHEREAS we recognize with gratitude the 
providential hand of God in the establishment. 
preservation, and prosperity of the United States 
of America and 

WHEREAS the freedoms secured through the 
founding of this nation., including the free exer-
cise of religion, have enabled the unhindered 

proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
the planting and growth of Bible-believing 
churches; and 

WHEREAS Fundamental Independent Bap-
tists have historically affirmed the authority of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
the autonomy of the local church, the priesthood 
of the believer, soul liberty, and the separation of 
church and state; and 

WHEREAS we acknowledge that true liberty 
is found not merely in political freedom but in the 
salvation offered through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who declared, “If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 
8:36); and 
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WHEREAS Scripture commands believers to 
pray for kings and all who are in authority that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god-
liness and honesty (1 Timothy 2: 1-2); and 

WHEREAS our ultimate allegiance belongs 
not to any earthly nation but to our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that we, the 
members of the Independent Baptist Fellowship 
of North America (IBFNA), meeting in conference 
at The Baptist Church of Danbury in Brookfield, 
Connecticut, June 23-25, 2026, do hereby com-
memorate the 250th anniversary of the independ-
ence of the United States of America with grati-
tude to Almighty God for His manifold blessings 
upon this nation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we reaffirm 
our unwavering commitment to the inspired, pre-
served, and infallible Word of God as our sole au-
thority for faith and practice, as well as our dedi-

cation to the historic doctrines of the Fundamen-
tal Independent Baptist movement, including the 
preaching of the Gospel, personal soul winning, 
biblical separation, holy living, and faithful sup-
port of worldwide missions. 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that we encourage all 
members to be responsible Christian citizens, to 
pray faithfully for our national, state. and local 
leaders, and to exercise their civic responsibilities 
in a manner consistent with biblical convictions. 
We also call upon our congregation and commu-
nity to seek God’s mercy, repent of sin, and tum 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, recognizing that right-
eousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people (Proverbs 14:34). 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that, as we cele-
brate the blessings of American liberty, we dedi-
cate ourselves anew to the Great Commission, en-
deavoring to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to every creature until He returns. 

Resolution of  Appreciation for Host Church 

The Apostle John wrote affectionate words of 
appreciation for his beloved fellow-laborer Gai-
us (3 John 1-8). He rejoiced in his brother’s com-
mitment to the truth. He wrote, “I have no great-
er joy than to hear that my children walk in 
truth.” John’s joy over Gaius and his congrega-
tion was the joy of a believer blessed by his fami-
ly in the Lord. Brothers and Sisters of The Bap-
tist Church of Danbury, we rejoice in your com-
mitment to the truth. “Beloved, [we] wish above 
all things that you may prosper and be in health, 
even as your soul[s] prosper.” 

In addition to their commitment to truth, the 
loving hospitality of Gaius and his people 
blessed the heart of the Apostle. “Beloved, thou 
doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the 
brethren, and to strangers.” The beneficiaries of 
these benefactors had borne witness of this char-
ity. This week, dear Brothers and Sisters, we 
have borne witness to a similar charity. 

Thank you for your gifts of love – your warm 
welcome, your diligent preparations, your ex-
pertly prepared and bountiful meals, and the 
meeting house of your beautiful new campus. 
Yours is a fellowship in the faith of our “Baptist 
Heritage” that provided a fitting venue for our 
consideration of this important theme. 

Be assured that the prayers and fellow-labors 
of your sister-churches of the IBFNA continue 
for The Baptist Church of Danbury as you con-
tinue to serve the Lord in your third century. 
From its beginning the Lord has used this minis-
try and your people to bless His churches with a 
Baptist Heritage for which we give thanks. We 
trust that He will continue to use you and your 
ministry to pass that heritage along to those who 
follow us, by His mercy and faithful grace.. 



8 

Independent BapƟst Fellowship of North America 

523 E. Godfrey Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA 19120-2123 


